
Good afternoon Ki-Be community, 
     As we see the calendar year coming to a close, it is a great time to remember 2020 for what it was – a 
total pain! Like so many of you, the challenges the school district and community have endured will not 
be missed, and I am glad to say that I believe we have turned the corner on this pandemic despite our 
current high transmission rates. My thanks go out to our local medical professionals and our first 
responders, who have never seen a year like this, and I hope they don’t see another anytime soon. 
When I look at the number of confirmed COVID cases identified in just Benton City (415 at the time I am 
writing this), it is apparent that it has hit close to home for many here.  
     While we have dealt with cases in the schools since the elementary returned, I am proud to say that 
we have yet to see any transmission of COVID between students or staff while at school. Everything we 
have dealt with has been traced to events outside of school. That is a tribute to the diligence of parents, 
their communication with the schools, and the diligence of our staff in following the safety protocols. I 
have no reservation saying that kids and staff are safe from infection while they are at school and 
following the guidelines we have in place. That said, please keep the school district informed of any 
COIVID cases or exposure over break, so we can make sure everyone is safe when they return. You can 
always call me directly at 588-2001 and leave a message if I am unavailable. 
     While high school kids have been distance learning, it was so heartwarming to watch our Leadership 
class pass out Winter Wishes goodies to our students last week. They and their teachers did a wonderful 
job of getting gifts donated or purchased for all of our high school kids, and it was something we all 
needed to help us through these doldrums. 
     In the coming year, you will see us return to a level of normalcy, sooner rather than later I hope. We 
have to begin addressing the academic shortfall that all students suffered over the course of the 
pandemic, and we must begin to think outside the box to get it done. Public education is a system that 
has its roots and many fundamentals firmly based on ideas implemented well before any of my staff 
started teaching, or any of them were even born! We cannot hope to get our students caught up within 
the current limitations of that system; we will have to expand summer and extended learning 
opportunities that are there for all kids, not just the most in need. While no one is going to say replace 
the whole system with computers, it is evident that for a small sub-group of our population, it worked 
well and they enjoy that level of independence. So in many ways, our educational expectations and 
delivery models may shift to a new normal. To say we will come back and things will simply be how they 
were last January ignores the fact that may not be possible, and perhaps can be a good thing! 
     I wish all of you a happy holidays and good health for the coming year. I and my family, like so many 
of yours, will have a very limited gathering for the holidays, if our kids come home at all. That’s ok, they 
have jobs and schooling of their own to attend to. Please never hesitate to contact me at the number I 
listed above or at pete.peterson@kibesd.org. I look forward to visiting with you in person this coming 
year! 
 
Happy Holidays from the Kiona-Benton City School District Staff! 
- Pete 
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